
Delhi (h.O.):  632, Ground Floor, Main Road, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-9   |  For any Query : 9654349902

The Hindu

On Ukraine and the Switzerland 
organised peace conference 

Paper - II 
(IR)

May 2
0
2
4

 Two years after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Switzerland has stepped in to orga-
nise a peace conference, making a special effort to broaden global consensus on the 
war by enlisting those who have not joined the western coalition thus far. As a close 
partner of Russia, a member of the BRICS and SCO groupings, a leader in the Global 
South, and an aspirant to world leadership, India is, no doubt, at the top of the list. 
And the Swiss Foreign Secretary Alexandre Fasel’s visit to Delhi this week, following 
closely those of two Swiss Ministers, and the Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Ku-
leba over the past few months, is evidence that the invitation to India at the head of 
state/head of government level is a priority. Of the 160 or so countries that invitations 
for the conference have gone to — it is to be held in the resort town of Bürgenstock 
on June 15-16 — about 50 have confirmed 
their attendance, mostly from the European 
Union, NATO alliance, G-7 countries and 
U.S. allies such as Japan, South Korea and 
Australia. Russia has not been invited, and 
Mr. Fasel made it clear that their diploma-
cy was hoping to bring over ‘BICS’ leaders 
(BRICS minus Russia) so they could con-
vey the outcomes to Moscow, with a view to 
inviting Russia to a future round of talks. 
With Brazilian President Lula indicating 
that he would not attend, and South Afri-
ca’s citing its general elections on May 29 
to formally decline the invitation, all eyes 
are on whether Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, if 
he is re-elected, or official nominees would 
attend.
 Convincing the rest of the world to at-
tend a platform that appears stilted to-
wards Ukraine remains a tall order for the 
organisers. While Switzerland prides itself 
on its “neutrality”, it has already chosen 
sides in the current conflict by imposing 
sanctions on Russia. Another venue may 
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Ukraine 10 Point Peace Plan

1. Radiation and nuclear safety,
2. Food security,
3. Energy security, Release of all 

prisoners and deportees, includ-
ing war prisoners and children 
deported to Russia., 

4. Restoration of Territorial Integri-
ty & Implementation of UN Char-
ter,

5. Withdrawal of Russian troops 
and End of Hostilities.,

6. Justice, War tribunal & Repatri-
ations, 

7. Ecocide, protection of environ-
ment, with focus on demining 
and restoring water treatment 
facilities.,

8. Humanitarian Aid, Prevention of 
escalation of conflict,

9. Building security architecture 
10. Dialogue & Diplomacy
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Note: - The question of the main examination given for practice is designed keeping in mind the upcoming UPSC 
mains examination. Therefore, to get an answer to this question, you can take the help of this source as well as 
other sources related to this topic.

Mains Expected Question & Format

Que.: A peace conference is going to be held in Switzerland regarding 
the Ukraine-Russia war.Discuss the possible major issues of this 
peace talks and the global reaction to it.

Answer's Approach:
 � In the first part of the answer, discuss the peace conference factually.
 � In the second part, discuss the possible major issues of this peace talks and the global reaction to it.
 � Finally give a conclusion giving suggestions.

Expected Question for Prelims

Answer : A

Que. A peace conference is going to be organized by Ukraine and Switzerland. In 
this context, consider the following statements-
1. The conference is to be held on 15-16 June in the resort town of Bürgen-

stock.
2. The Presidents of Russia and Ukraine have been invited.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a)  Only 1   (b) Only 2
(c)  Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

have appeared more impartial. The agenda for the conference is to build a framework 
for or road map to peace, and to discuss issues such as ensuring food security and 
freedom of navigation, nuclear safety and humanitarian issues. It seems unlikely that 
much headway can be made on any of these issues without both parties to the conflict 
at the table. It is also hard to foresee what else can be achieved as long as Russia and 
Ukraine believe they can make or consolidate more gains on the battlefield — a real 
negotiation begins when either one or both sides believe they have exhausted military 
options. If the aim of the conference then is, as Russian President Vladimir Putin says, 
to “pressure” Russia into announcing a ceasefire or ceding territory it has won, then 
it is hardly likely to succeed, given the UN General Assembly’s failure to bring such 
pressure through multiple resolutions. New Delhi, that has thus far refused to join any 
statement that is overtly critical of Russia, and has not diluted ties with Moscow, may 
thus find it easier to hedge its bets, and only show its hand once a truly balanced and 
more inclusive peace effort gets under way.


